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August 24, 2009 

Dear Pastors and Parochial Vicars, 

You have undoubtedly heard much discussion recently about means for reducing the number of 
abortions in our country. As we continue to oppose abortion, we must also reach out to women in 
difficult pregnancies with real, concrete help. The Gabriel Project is a practical, effective way for 
our parishes in the Archdiocese of San Francisco to do this. I ask that you seriously consider this 
ministry in your parish ifyou don't already have it. A good way to begin discernment would be 
to send a small team of interested parishioners to a conference being conducted by the San 
Francisco Archdiocesan Respect Life Program of the Office of Public Policy & Social Concerns. 

This conference will introduce or reintroduce you to the Gabriel Project, which was initially 
introduced into the Bay Area in 1997 under Cardinal William Levada. It is being held on 
Saturday, September 12, at St. Mary's Cathedral from 8:30 am to 2:30 pm. Based on her vast 
experience, Cathy McConn, founder of the Gabriel Project in Houston, will provide training in 
every aspect of this important ministry and instruction on how to best implement it in our 
parishes. 

The USCCB's "Pastoral Plan for Pro-Life Activities" notes that one of the objectives of a parish 
pro-life committee should be to "develop or adopt a parish-based ministry to pregnant women and 
their children." The Gabriel Project answers this call. It embodies the practical support that the 
bishops promise pregnant women. Through the Gabriel Project, parishes embrace each pregnant 
woman who comes to them as their daughter, sister and friend. When a woman calls the Gabriel 
Project's 800 number for help, the phone-line volunteer contacts the Gabriel Project Coordinator, 
who is a parishioner ofthe Church closest to where she lives. A trained mentor, one of the 
parish's "Gabriel Angels", is assigned responsibility for ongoing contact with the mother 
throughout her pregnancy and somewhat beyond. The parish community assists with 
unconditional love. Through them, mothers receive the spiritual, material and emotional support 
needed during pregnancy. 

For Gabriel Project Conference registration and information, please contact Vicki Evans, Respect 
Life Program Coordinator, at 415-614-5533 or evansv@sfarchdiocese.org. 

Fraternally in Christ, 

r-~~Jk-"'/ 
Most Reverend George Niederauer 
Archbishop of San Francisco 
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